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What does the future of Maine’s forest economy look like?

Federal and State leaders are now engaged in multiple activities to transform the forest products industry. E2Tech 
and GrowSmart Maine are bringing together key players in Maine’s biomass/biofuels, bioproducts, and community 

development worlds to discuss both the policy and the economic development challenges and opportunities in 
Maine’s new forest economy. What are our forests producing now and how does that connect with regulation and 

demand in the state, regional, and larger energy and economic systems? What is needed to move this sector forward 
in an economic and environmentally sustainable way?

7:30 a.m. - Networking Breakfast

8:15- 10:00 a.m. - The New Forest Economy: Biobased 
Power, Products, & Fuels

• Yellow Light Breen - President & CEO, Maine
Development Foundation

• Sarah Curran - Program Director, Maine Forest
Economy (moderator)

• Eric Kingsley - Vice President, Innovative Natural
Resource Solutions

• Charlotte Mace  - Executive Director, Biobased Maine
• Patrick Strauch - Executive Director, Maine Forest

Products Council

10:00- 10:15 a.m. - Break

10:15 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. - Three Facilitated Breakout 
Sessions

1. Community Development in the New Forest Economy
• Tom Abello - Director of External Affairs, The Nature

Conservancy
•

•

Nancy Smith  - Executive Director, GrowSmart 
Maine (moderator)
Theresa Kerchner  - Executive Director, Local Wood 
WORKS, a program of Kennebec Land Trust

•

•

Mike Wilson  - Senior Program Director, The Northern 
Forest Center
Ted Wright  - Executive Director of the Trust to 
Conserve Northeast Forestlands and the Northeast 
Master Logger Program

2. Emerging Biobased Products in the New Forest
Economy
• Lee Burnett - Project Director, Forest Works!

(moderator)
• Donna Cassese  - Managing Director, Wood Resource 

Strategy, Sappi North America
• Philip M. Pastore - President, GlobEcoMaine
• Nadir Yildirim, Ph.D. - Co-founder & CEO, Revolution 

Research Inc. 

3. Sustainable Biomass Energy in the New Forest
Economy
• Dana Doran  - Executive Director, Professional Logging

Contractors of Maine (moderator)
• Maura Adams - Program Director, Northern Forest

Center
• William J. Harrington - Vice President & Director,

Stored Solar, LLC
• William Strauss, Ph.D. - President & Founder,

FutureMetrics, LLC

Today’s Schedule & Speakers

About GrowSmart Maine

The mission of GrowSmart Maine is to build lasting 
prosperity without sacrificing the quality of life that 

defines Maine.

GrowSmart Maine’s goals are community revitalization, 
conservation of farmland, forest and shoreland, and 
support for sustainable economic development that 
will benefit not just today’s Mainers but our children 

and grandchildren. As the ONLY statewide organization 
linking ALL these interrelated goals, GrowSmart 

Maine works with a myriad of other organizations and 
municipalities to convene discussion and take actions 

to revitalize our communities and economy while 
protecting our natural resources
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Dana Doran, Executive Director, Professional Logging Contractors of Maine (moderator) - Doran has been Executive Director of the PLC of 
Maine since 2014. Prior to the PLC, he was Director of Energy and Paper Programs at Kennebec Valley Community College in Fairfield, Maine. 
Doran held this position from 2010-14 and also served as Director of Resource Development for the college from 2007-10. Doran is a 1996 
graduate of Lafayette College, Easton, Pennsylvania, where he earned a B.A. in History/Government and Law. He was awarded an M.P.A. with 
a focus on Public Administration from the University of Connecticut in 1998.

Maura Adams, Program Director, Northern Forest Center - Northern Forest Center is a non-profit organization that builds community and 
economic vitality while fostering sound forest stewardship across the Northern Forest of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, and New York. 
Previously, Adams worked as a green building consultant and campus sustainability leader at St. Paul’s School, the Jordan Institute, and 
Harvard University. Adams has degrees from the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies and University of Wisconsin-Madison.

William J. Harrington, Vice President & Director, Stored Solar, LLC - Harrington has over 50 years of experience in the development and 
construction management of some of the most complex generation facilities in the US, started as a construction worker and ascended 
through all construction positions to the top of one of the largest mechanical contracting firms in the country. Harrington has been intimately 
involved in numerous nuclear plants including the responsibility for the complete construction of a nuclear complex in the Midwest. He has 
also been involved in several biomass plants as a consultant, developer, owner, and operator. Harrington has had significant experience in the 
use of “fluidized bed” boilers using numerous fuel sources including biomass.

William Strauss, Ph.D., President & Founder, FutureMetrics, LLC - FutureMetrics is the leading consultancy in the wood pellet sector and 
Strauss is recognized as an expert in that sector. He continues to be a thought leader in the sector and has published numerous papers on 
a variety of subjects relevant to wood pellets. Strauss is also a founder and a Director of Maine Energy Systems, the largest manufacturer 
of European style automatic pellet fueled central heating systems in North America. Strauss is the chief economist for the Biomass Thermal 
Energy Council (Washington, DC). He served as the chief economist on the Maine Governor’s Wood-to-Energy Task force in 2008. Strauss 
is the 2012 recipient of the International Excellence in Bioenergy award and has been named as one of the most influential leaders in the 
biomass sector in 2016 by Argus Media.

8:15 - 10:00 a.m. - The New Forest Economy: Biobased Power, Products, & Fuels

Yellow Light Breen, President & CEO, Maine Development Foundation (MDF) - Breen became CEO of the Maine Development Foundation 
in August 2015, where he develops strategic direction, integration, and partnerships across MDF’s mission and programs. MDF is a 
legislatively-created, non-partisan public-private partnership that drives sustainable, long-term economic growth for Maine. MDF does this 
through trusted research, leadership, and creative cross-sector partnerships. Breen spent twelve years as an executive with Bangor Savings 
Bank, overseeing strategic planning, marketing, online banking, community development, and charitable activities.

Sarah Curran, Program Director, Maine Forest Economy (moderator) - Curran joined the Foundation in 2016 as Program Director for the 
Maine Forest Economy, a three-year federal grant to support collaborative industry and community efforts to strengthen and revitalize 
Maine’s forest products industry and reinvest in rural communities impacted by recent mill closures. Curran has more than a decade of 
community and economic development experience working with Maine communities and non-profit organizations. Prior to joining the 
Maine Forest Economy, Curran was a Senior Planner with Planning Decisions, Inc. a Maine-based research and planning firm.

Eric Kingsley, Vice President, Innovative Natural Resource Solutions LLC. - Kingsley is a partner in INRS, a natural resource industries 
consulting firm with offices in New Hampshire and Maine. Since joining INRS in 2000, he has worked with dozens of parties on the 
development of new forest industries, and often works to create unique financial tools to support the industry. These tools include 
partnering to design a way for wood-using industries to provide credit enhancement to their suppliers, making new logging equipment 
more affordable; initiating a fund to pre-buy environmental attributes from community-scale biomass heating projects, proving capital to get 
projects built; and developeing a unique tool for owners and investors of pulp mills and large-scale biomass facilities to manage fuel cost risk.

Charlotte Mace, Executive Director, Biobased Maine - Biobased Maine is a business-led trade association that is working to create good 
manufacturing jobs in Maine in biobased manufacturing. Biobased manufacturing means making value-added products, chemicals, fuels, 
and materials from renewable resources, such as Maine’s forest residuals that currently lack markets. Biobased Maine was recently awarded 
a federal grant from the U.S. Economic Development Administration for a project entitled, “Diversifying Maine’s Forest-Based Economy: 
Biobased Manufacturing from Renewable Biomass.” Mace has taught at the University of Southern Maine’s School of Business in Sustainable 
Business and was named to MaineBiz’s 2016 Next list among others who are leading Maine’s next economy.

Patrick Strauch, Executive Director, Maine Forest Products Council (MFPC) - Strauch began his career as a forester for St. Regis Paper Co. 
and U.S. Gypsum Company in Maine and then moved to manage recycling and trucking companies, becoming a regional vice president and 
director of the Sawyer Companies in Bangor. He returned to the forest industry in 2001 as the coordinator of the Maine Sustainable Forestry 
Initiative (SFI) and in January 2004 became the executive director of MFPC, which has been the voice of Maine’s forest economy since 1961. 
Straunch leads MFPC’s staff and works closely with the Council’s Executive Committee, Board of Directors, and members.

10:15 a.m. - 12:00 p.m: - Emerging Biobased Products in the New Forest Economy

10:15 a.m. - 12:00 p.m: Community Development in the New Forest Economy

Tom Abello, Director of External Affairs, The Nature Conservancy - Abello oversees all policy engagement for the Nature Conservancy’s 
Maine Chapter and ensures the successful implementation and coordination of those actions that affect government policy and legislation 
at the local, state, and federal levels. He also manages MEFO’s partnerships and communications efforts. Prior to returning to the Maine 
Chapter, Abello served as Campaign Advisor for the Conservancy’s Conservation Campaign Team working with states across the country on 
securing public funding through ballot measures and legislative initiatives.

Nancy Smith, Executive Director, GrowSmart Maine (moderator) - Smith joined GrowSmart Maine as Executive Director in April 2010. 
She served four terms in the Maine State House of Representatives, representing Monmouth, Litchfield and Wales. She served as House 
Chair of the Legislative Committee on Business, Research, and Economic Development and as a member of the Committee on Agriculture, 
Conservation, and Forestry. In addition, Smith worked as a forester for over twenty years. She is a member of Monmouth’s Economic 
Development Committee and serves on the board of the Rural Community Action Ministry. 

Theresa Kerchner, Executive Director, Local Wood WORKS, a program of Kennebec Land Trust - In 2009, Kerchner led an effort with the 
Maine Forest Service (MFS) to found the Kennebec Woodland Partnership (KWP), which now includes thirteen Partners. In 2013, with 
support from the Elmina B. Sewall Foundation, KLT, KWP and five statewide partners launched a Local Wood Initiative that aims to advance 
and promote sustainable forestry, regional wood markets, and landscape level forestland conservation. Kerchner’s latest project with Ken 
Laustsen, of the MFS, is a research paper focused on the potential for developing and sustaining markets for Maine wood.

Mike Wilson, Senior Program Director, The Northern Forest Center - Wilson serves as the backbone for program development at the 
Center. His wealth of experience connecting and engaging with the traditions of the Northern Forest has led him to spearheading an effort 
to develop quality recreation tourism destinations in the Maine Woods and the region. He also offers his expertise in guiding the Center’s 
strategic planning and organizational development.

Ted Wright, Executive Director of the Trust to Conserve Northeast Forestlands and the Northeast Master Logger Program - Wright 
attended the University of Maine at Fort Kent and graduated in 2005 with an Associate’s degree in Applied Forest Management and a 
Bachelor’s degree in Environmental Studies, then went to work at Louisiana-Pacific in Houlton for a year. Wright then took a job at the Region 
Two School of Applied Technology in Houlton teaching in their Wood Harvesting/Forestry program for seven years before accepting
the TCNEF Director’s job in the fall of 2015.

Lee Burnett, Project Director, Forest Works! (moderator) - Forest Works! is a partnership of groups working to keep large tracks of woods 
in York County forever available for their economic and ecological value. Burnett is a former journalist who transitioned into community 
development and forestry outreach. He would love to see Maine pioneer a model of forestry that marries the mitigation of climate change 
and the development of advanced wood products.

Donna Cassese, Managing Director, Wood Resource Strategy, Sappi North America  - Cassese has been with Sappi for 40 years and 
has had diverse roles within Forestry, Supply Chain, Sales, Human Resources, and Manufacturing. After nearly 15 years as a forester, she 
transitioned into managerial roles in the Woodyard, Waste Treatment, Pulp Sales and Human Resources at the Somerset Mill in Skowhegan. 
After, Cassese held the position of Plant Manager at Sappi’s Allentown Pennsylvania  converting facility and then transitioned into the Supply 
Chain group at the Somerset Mill. In 2006, Cassese became the Director of Inside Sales for Sappi’s North American operations. In 2008, 
Cassese assumed responsibility for the Westbrook Mill as Managing Director. In 2015, Cassese became the Managing Director for Wood 
Resource Strategy.

Philip M. Pastore, President, GlobEcoMaine - Pastore, a University of Maine engineering graduate, has spent more than three decades 
in private industry, primarily in advanced composite materials and equipment development and manufacturing within the aerospace 
industry. With experience managing facility startups and expansions domestically and abroad, Pastore founded GLOBEco Maine in 2015. He 
and the GEM Team are working diligently to root a new eco-sustainable, bio-fiber materials enterprise, for global supply, here in our home 
State. 

Nadir Yildirim, Ph. D., Co-founder & CEO, Revolution Research Inc. - Dr. Yildirim has been Program Manager for various development 
projects in nanocomposites and advanced materials, including studies of fire retardant nanocomposites, water repellent nanocellulose 
composites, starch foams, aerogels, bio-based panels and eco-friendly thermal insulation composite foam boards for green buildings. Dr. 
Yildirim has received grants from the National Science Foundation (NSF), United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) and the Maine Technology Institute for development of eco-friendly, nanocellulose-based, green building materials.

10:15 - 12:00 p.m. - Sustainable Biomass Energy in the New Forest Economy

E2Tech members are more than 200 private and non-profit businesses, manufacturing and 
construction leaders, education institutions, students, governmental agencies, and a range 
of technology, financial, and legal professionals. Our newsletters and event announcements 
reach more than 4,000 individual contacts. For a full list of members, visit www.e2tech.org. 
For more information or to sponsor an event, contact Jeff Marks at jeffmarks@e2tech.org.

Who is E2Tech?
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